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measure (if only a small measure) of practical knowledge of
politics is propagated over a widening circle. Where, as in
France, there is no true local government, the citizen only
confronts the State as a critic. Honest peasants and citizens,
by collaborating in local administration, are able to realise
something of the difficulty of governing and of the responsi-
bility of those whose task it is to govern. In fact, a man
who is not a government official can, as a rule, only acquire
a practical knowledge of politics in this practical school of
local government.

" The dark side of local government is that it appeals
to the social selfishness of the ruling classes.   The danger of
social injustice arises ; the danger that the special interests
of the class which controls the local government will be
too exclusively favoured.   The average government official
will often err through ignorance of the facts of a situation.
But, on the other hand, he has no class interests to serve in
his relations to the great social powers.   He will preserve
the authority of the government;  he feels himself a part
of it; and, moreover, our German Civil Service is composed
of elements so various in class and culture that we may
safely predict that, in the generality of cases, this monarchical
Civil Service will avoid a social injustice.   Why should a
civil  servant  in   Germany  prefer  a  nobleman  before  a
labourer ?    Local Government, however, is controlled by
the influential, land-owning classes.   Hence it is natural
that the ordinary man should place his trust in a Police
Superintendent (Amtsvorsteher) rather than in a royal Sub-
Prefect (Lan&rath).   This is the danger of all local govern-
ment.    It is this that has caused the downfall of the proud
English institution of Justices of the Peace.   It had become
too exclusively aristocratic.   The ordinary man felt that
he could no longer get justice against any one of exalted
position from these aristocratic Justices of the Peace.   So
at the present day this institution scarcely exists, more than
in name, in England.

" A second defect of local government is the danger of